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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LETTER



                         Grade Level Sequence

Grade 6 -  6th Grade Math Curriculum

Grade 7 -  7th grade Math Curriculum 

Grade 8 -  8th grade Math Curriculum

Grade 9 -  Algebra I 

Grade 10 - Algebra II *

Grade 11 -  Geometry/Trigonometry 

Grade 12 - Precalculus/Calculus and Statistics/AP Statistics (optional) 

*Course ends with the NYS Algebra I Regents exam



                         Accelerated Sequence

Grade 6 -  6th Grade Math Curriculum

Grade 7 - Cover topics from the 7th and 8th grade Math Curriculum

Grade 8 - Algebra I 

Grade 9 - Algebra II *

Grade 10 - Geometry/Trigonometry 

Grade 11 - Precalculus/Calculus 

Grade 12 - Calculus/AP Calculus and/or Statistics/AP Statistics 

*Course ends with the  NYS Algebra I Regents exam



Middle School to High School Mathematics Sequence

Grade NYS Grade Level Sequence Accelerated Sequence

6 NYS 6th grade curriculum NYS 6th grade curriculum

7 NYS 7th grade curriculum NYS 7th & 8th grade curriculum

8 NYS 8th grade curriculum Algebra I

9 Algebra I Algebra II*

10 Algebra II* Geometry/Trigonometry

11 Geometry/Trigonometry PreCalculus/Calculus

12
● PreCalculus/Calculus;
● Statistics or AP Statistics

● AP Calculus AB;
● AP Statistics



Next year, all 6th graders will be 

placed in a course that will cover the 

6th grade math curriculum.



Should a 5th grader sit 

for the Three-Part 

Placement Test



6th Grade Honors

  Qualitative Data

 •Ability to reason abstractly 

• Capacity to work independently and stay on task 

• Evidence of superior problem solving skills

• Consistent completion of high quality class work and homework 

• Passion and enthusiasm for learning math

• Willingness to take on challenging tasks



6th Grade Honors

  Quantitative Data

• Student earns at least an A average for 5th grade math for all 

four quarters

• Student earns a minimum score of 4/6 on each of the five 

Continental League Contests (administered monthly, November - 

March). 

• Student earns a score of at least 20/30 on a Math League 

contest that will be administered during math class on Monday, May 

2nd.



Placement into 7th Grade

In determining the most appropriate math placement for 

our 6th graders, we will look closely at their

achievement and effort in 6th grade math, as well as 5th 

grade. 

This includes consistently earning high grades and

demonstrating consistent tenacity, curiosity, and effort.



Honors vs. Acceleration



Middle School to High School Mathematics Sequence

Grade NYS Grade Level Sequence Accelerated Sequence

6 NYS 6th grade curriculum NYS 6th grade curriculum

7 NYS 7th grade curriculum NYS 7th & 8th grade curriculum

8 NYS 8th grade curriculum Algebra I

9 Algebra I Algebra II*

10 Algebra II* Geometry/Trigonometry

11 Geometry/Trigonometry PreCalculus/Calculus

12
● PreCalculus/Calculus;
● Statistics or AP Statistics

● AP Calculus AB;
● AP Statistics



Acceleration should not happen at the expense of 

creating gaps in student understanding by 

skipping foundational learning standards.

Thoughts for reflection



Phil Daro, a lead writer of the Common Core State Standards for 

Mathematics, works to advance the design and use of leadership 

tools for improving mathematics instruction and assessment at 

every level of the educational system.

“Accelerating by skipping grade levels is no longer possible.

Acceleration has a new meaning – COMPRESSION

An honest compression would have students doing twice as much HW in 7
th

 grade.”

“Take the time to go more deeply into the most important mathematics which comes earlier, not later.

The more advanced topics are more advanced, that doesn’t make them more important.”



Yes, acceleration may be appropriate if a student has 

demonstrated significant, deep, and complete 

understanding of grade level or course-based 

mathematics. We certainly want each and every 

student to be appropriately challenged.



Keep In Mind

When students are placed in Math 7 - and most 6th graders are - this 

does not mean they are not capable math students.  It's just an indication 

that an accelerated curriculum is not the right fit. 

It's important to consider that the Math 7/8 course covers two years of 

Math in one (with an additional math class required for two quarters, 

every other day). 

Seventh grade students also have an additional academic subject (World 

Language), plus the rigor increases significantly in all subjects 

(particularly Science and Social Studies). 

These are all things that have to be considered when making placement 

decisions, in addition to all the data we have.



Future Opportunities to excel in math

● Honors classes

● AP Statistics

 

● Skipping or doubling up classes

There are options, just not while we’re still establishing a foundation.



    

Thank you !!!


